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BEPORE TEE MINNESOTA WBUC UTnmEs COMMISSLON 

M u i a  of DhrtlrcphnL ' h S n t d y A r a o f  
F r k  CommpniMoclr . o f W i  k. ORDER ACTlh'G ON PGIITIONS FOR 

RECOHSIDERATION AND OpeMNG 
INVESnGATION 

ATTACIiMENT 2 
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1. I ' h e R m m s i d e ~ W a m  

A. M i C d l l t t n r  

M~nnemta Cellulu sou& reconsideration of IWO decisions: 

I 1) the decision to consider affordability in evaluating both its ETC vpplicvion and its 
universal service tarifh or price lists: 

12) the decision requiring the Company to pnu at last one universal service uffcnng ai 
i w  helow 110% of IIK current rater of the incumhenls. 

B. F r a k r  
'-r, 

Frontier asked the Cmnubsiw to rcwllsider i& findii that Frontier w u  mI a 'null tclcphone 
company" under47 U.S.C. 5 153 (37). 

C .  MimeoocP hdcplldet C d l h  

lhe Minnesota 1ndqlaKknt Coalition asked the Commiuion 10 reconsider Ihrredecisionr: 

(1)  the dccirion 10 include Ihr Garden Valley 8d Wibcrom ServiCr 
Cellular's service area: 

( 2 )  rbr  finding &at it is io the public interest to designate Mhncsota Cellular an E X  io 
rural arcas .served by Coalition members: 

(3) the decision not to subject MiiuKsota Ckllular to the same regularory regime as land 
line competitive local exchange c&m. 

kl Min- 

'he Coalition also requested clarification on three issues: 

( I  I the number of carriers who% service arcas will be served bv Minnesa(a Ceiiuiar: 
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(2) rhe relationship knveen the Cinrmiaion's decision to designate Mi- Cellulu 
an EXC ami ha belief that it bas ongo% jurirdiaion over thc qullity aid &lordability of 
Mi- Cdlulrr'r univmal service o m ;  ;lad 

0) Minnesota Celluhr's eligibiiiq for univerd wvice W i  for ns conventwoal 
mohik cdlolu savice 

D. OSWEZX 

I' S WEST Iskc4 for rcco~~ulcntion of Uuu decisiaor: 

( I )  the decision that Minnesota Cellular dd not have to actually ofla and advertise a 
universal service paclege (as opposed IO demonstrating its ability lad intention to offer 
and adwnisr a universal servia package) IO be d e s i m  M ETC: 

(2) the rleirim thrl it was UIUWWSUY. io l@I of the Culnmkrm's amity to provct 
the public iwcrrst by Mhcr mans. to Smiody  coraidcr making a finding mdcr 
47 U.S C. 9 332 (c) (3) (A) Ihat Minaexru Cdlnlu's wrvica arc a suhstitutc for land 
line services for a subsuntirl *ion of dK state 

. 13) rk dawion no( to require Minnesota Cellular to offer at lcau oilc universal service 
package containing only subsidizal services. 

rn 11. Propods to I m v ~ t c  . FmmliidsS(adyAra 
.w 

The Deparrmrnt and Fro& agreed that a c m n t  Federal CommuniCPrnms Commission (FCC) 
decision clarified mU Froatiu was. a5 it claimd. a 'rural tclcphone comppny" unkr the Act.' 
One of the Ip t i r l  pmmioac Ihe Act grants ~ n l  tcscphom companies is to require ETCs to 
serve their mtirr-dudy uru. unless thc state commbim a d  thc FCC hive agscd  to rcdcfim 
a speific company's service area as somhing 0th than I& study area ' This Is somefirnts 
called "disaggregating' a turd urmpmy'~ r d y  area 

l'he rkpartment am Minncsoin Ccllular iirgcd the Commission to open an invatigwibn inro rhe 
inerits of disaggregating Frontier's study a m .  They claimed hat  any wirekss anpetitor 
\+auld fact the same technical limitations ar Minnesota Cellular and UNI Frontier's cxpans~ve 
rrudy nrcn could be hard for any comperiinr. land linc or wireless. to SC"~ in its entirety. 

111. S o w  of Commhciaa Action 

)laving reviewed the record and carefull) considered the argument; of all partes, thc 
I'omnisiim will take the following acuons. 

' 47 U S.C'. 5 153 (371 

' 4 7  U.S.C. 5 214 (e) ( 5 )  
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The Commission will mrrocr an error in is odobcr 27 Orda miridcaifyiq cht -11 wim 
in wvhase service UQS M i  Cdlulu ioQ& to offer urvia. 

The Comirsioa will ncoarLler aud mvme io fidiy dut F& is 1 runltclcphwc 
~ m p n y  and will rescind is designrlion of M i  Cellular u an FPC in areas se-ved by 
Frontier 

Thc Commirrioa will opn m iovveftigation to explore rbe mairt of- ‘ Frontier‘s 
mdy  -. 

The Commiraioo will remove rbe quiremat chr M i  Cdldar’r luili.lpria l i  include 
a i  least mu universal rmice offering priced u or bcbv 110% of tbeaura* wesofthe 

c r K n p l i m  fiiling far m m p l i  witb h e  iffordrbilky nguhmwa set ronh in ck origirpl 
Order. 

Cln all oWr iwcs tne Canrmrriun wlll acny rsoandenrlon so0 affirm irs aim ordcr. On 
d i e  issues the Commbsiaa fndc tlm~ the prtia h e  MI niwd new arymnrrr. poind to 
ncw and rckvsnt evidaux, exposed CNOW or amb~it ics  in the ori@~#l orda. or OchUwiV 
p e r d e d  rhc Commiedicm tbsl it should rubink icn o r i d  decuiors. Ihc Camksion 
tlrrdnrc wncludes that its original doclions on these ksm are thc OM mmf consislml with 
the facts. the law. and the public i m t .  

I V .  AffestedS~nmMClrrknC;lrillcd 

Mi- Cellular oribuully requested ETC shtus in rbe savieC lltls of 37 mml Mias, but 
later reduced that muaber to 22. The Order iasdvaccacly lined rk oligbrl37. 

l’he Cmuntssion rsonsiders and clarifm lhat only Ik Minnaola cxchangcs of the 22 small 
curricn l b d  in MCC Exhibit 4. which ir also Exhbit A of tbe diM latimny of Gem 
l)clonly. arc included in Minnewcr Cellular‘s service area. 

V.  

Ihe  Cummissiun rgrces with chc Department and Frontier thnr a rccent Fcdenl Communicuion 
(‘onmission (FCC) k i s i i  makes it clear that Frontier is. a ir daimcd. a ‘nml cdcphone 
company” under the Am.’ One of the spsial pmteniom Ih: Act g r m  rural cclcpbarc 
tompanics is to require ETCs to serve their mim study a ~ u .  u oppmed u) s d k t  ‘servke 
a r m “  within their smdy areas. u n l m  Ihr state commission and Ihr FCC have lgraod io divide i. 
zpecific company’s SNdy arm into .mallcr service areas ’ 

incumbents Imard.14~cOmnwlaa ’ villuPminemcmiffJprialiinihcCompsny’s . 

Frontier’s *Rurnl Telepbw Compaoy” Clmim Upbcld 

, CC W k c t  NO. 96-4s and CC Dodrel NO. 97-160. Tenth Rewn and UrQn ~ 

Yovembcr 2. 1949 

‘ 4 7  11 S C. p 214 (c) ( 5 )  
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f . . .  of an 1- the spdv Area e 
Mi- I . Docta No. P405/CI-W79. 

' lo the Mvtcr 
Frmuicr C- of . .  

* Minn Star 8 237 oh 

5 



(iiven UUW har, ii mde little sane for tbe Coamduiw to deferpigeat un rviaber rbe 
(:onplly'r d v d  m i c e  ofTaiq would be rflorbblc - PI loag as the Compey did whu IC 
raid. the offering would kafbnhbk. Making Umdeu in theinitialorda was Inteahi io 
cwabtc the Conanisaioa's (ami UIC putirs') el.ni.doa of thc Ccunpmy'r compliace tiliig. 

bow bat it is clear chu cbir ancmpc to r i r n p r i  mmpiimx W i  review m y  have rased more 
p m b h  than it sdvcd. tbc commirsioowill d i  rhcmphman tlurat k w  orr 
univrmlsavice packsgcbepifeduw waw 110% O f '  %'ram. T b c b e i s r i o n  
will ilnrcur cxercire its authority pnd dutv IO coasidm r f ld&Uy in- oathe lUiWprice 
lists in L e  same manar that ii c x u c i d  d u f  authority in actjog a, the C3aqmny.s y*liotion. 

Vll l .  Concl.siam 

On reconsideration the Commission will take thc followmg a u h s :  

a r r w t  M crmr in its list uf carriers affeucd by Mincrtua t~el lulu*s ET<' 
dcsiption; 
rercrre its denial iif Frontier's claim to "d Cekphore company" status: 
rescind iu designation of MianesMl (tlhlu as an ETC io puruOnr of Frontier's 
service area; 
.!pen an investigation inlo the merim i t f  rlisaggxgating Fromier'.i stud) mx: 
remove the nquirrmenc that Mi-ta Ccllubr's uNvnsal service britls or 
p r i u  lists include a I& (w service offering priced at  M belcnv 1105 ut 
incumbenu' current rates. 

. 
Kecon*lderatton eo all ocher iwurz IS denwd. and the rrnuiadcr of thc Ocwkr 27 Order in hi. 
Lase is affirmed 

Qmm 
1 The list of local cxchangc carriers 00 page 4 of Ik ORobtr 27, 1W Orda in this caw 

US amended to include only the Minnrsda cxchanga of rhc 22 srmll  carriers listed in 
W T  Exhibit 4.  which is also Exhibit A of the direct tcstimon) of Gene Ddnrdy 

lk Cmmissioo finds that Frontier Communications of MinncMa. IN. is a "rural 
idcphonc company" within the maning of thc federal Telc~mmuntcailm Act of IWh 

'The Commission r e s t d \  iis preliminary designation of Minnesota Cellular I'orporatinn 
as 31 eligible tcieuKRmunication5 carrier for portions of Frmticr's w i C e  area. 

The Commission opens an investiBllion into the merits of disaggregating FroNicr's S l u d  ; 
arm and dclcgalclct IO the Eaecutive Sccrctaw flu: authority io 14 comment periods and 
other prnccdural time lines. 
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5 The Commruioo clunuura fnm IIS October 27, 1999 Order in plus case cbe rquucim i 
rhar M~clacracn Cdlular file ai l a s t  one universal XNUX pachgc pnad at or Mow 
110% of Imrrmbaur' rafQ 

Al l  other pinuwrr of the Onoher 27 1999 Order remain udungal d an? aftLmcd 

Ths Order shall bccoms cffcciwr m m d u t d y  

h 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

This dowmenl can be made available in altcmativc formus (Le.. luge print or audio tape) by 
.ailing (651) 29745% (voiu) .  W C 1 )  297-1200 CITY\. nr 1-800627-3529 ITTY d a y  service) 
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